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To the PUBLISHER: 


Mr. Mawſon, 


DIY my ſelf juſily convicted for the Unfortunate Mur- 
E ther of my moſt Dear and Loving Wife, I think it is ww 
time to put my ſelf ſeriouſly in 4 Poſture of Dying, to 
have an Eye beyond the Grave, to look to him that is Inviſible, to 
turn my Thoughts whither I am going, and to take a Proſpect of that 
Place 1 am Traveling to that will certainly bring me to Eternity, 
where I ſhall Abide 2 Ever, without any poſſibility of Returning 
on this fide the Grave, to be Tryd whether I would lead my Life 
better 4 ſecond time ; and being certain that the Fatal Hour will 
very ſpeedily come upon me, when I ſhall be Summon'd by Death to 
to give up my laſt Account, and to Receive my Diſmiſſion from this 
orld, 
As the Uncharitable part of the Nighbourhood 1 Liv'd in, has been 
ſo notoriouſly Wicked, to aſperſe my Family with Crimes that 1 
nor any of them were ever Guilty of; I ſuppoſe my Death, were it 
the moſt Cruel that could be invented, would never filence the Mali- 
cious Inſinuations of ſuch baſe Reporters; However I have this com- 
fort, that as there is like to be a conſiderable Time before the 
Sentence will be Executed upon me, by the Jſſiſtance of my Friends 
I may Findicate my ſelf to the Charitable part sf the World ;, and 
as it may the in your Way, not only from what Buſineſs you are of, 
or may have been concern d in, but alſo from 4 Knowledge of me 
for almoſt thirty Years, you will not refuſe me your Neighbourly 
Aſſiſtance in that Afar. F 
It would have been a great Comfort to me, if I had ſeen any 
likelihood of this Malice Dying with me; but ſuch it is, as to endea- 
vour if poſſible to Torment a Man in my Circumſtances, who had he 
never ſo many Days to Live, would find he had Work enough upon 
his Hands to make Attonement fer Sins of ſuch a deep Dye as mine, which 
would require more than Thouſands of Rivers of Tears to Waſh away ; 
if my Merciful Redeemer was to have n more Compaſſion of my moſt 
Miſerable Condition, than theſe who would (if it lay in their Power) 
Judge me even beyond the Grave, and fling the greateſt Iguominy 
A' vom 
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upon the Surviving part of my miſerable Family, who to the View 
Je er, Perſin, have Affe enough whe ales 
I find the principal Current of all this "Malice, is an Idle 
A that my Elaeſt Daughter had been Deluded 2 to the 
Unnatural Sin of Inceſt, a Crime my Soul Abhors! And 1 ray God 
to give them as true a Senſe of their Crimes, gs 1 hope he has me a 
ſincere and unfeig ned Repent ance for mine. When we ſee another 
Suffer, we ought to conſider, that the ſame Puniſhmeut may befall 
1 if God's Mercy and our own Reformation dont prevent it; for 1 
as little thought to ſuffer this Shameſul Deatb, as any of theſe Ma- 
lecious People; and this I can tell them by Experience, that if they 
give the Devil too much Rooting in them, they may ftand in as much 
need of God's Grace as I have done. However, I hope my Example 
may Reſirain them and otber People from giving ioo much Liberty 
to their Paſſions, which (without the particular Favour of Heaven) 
will bring them to the ſame Miſerable Exit, 


I am SIR, 


| Newgate, 


Sept. 8. 1722. 


Your Unfortunate Friend 


MATHIAS B&INSDEN, 


. 


MATHIAS BRINSDEN. 


HERE has not happen'd ſo many Inſtances of Unna- 
| tural Murthers, as the laſt Aſſizes, and the Seſſions in 


the 01d-Baily, have lately Convicted, in this nor the 
laſt Century, nor perhaps ever ſince the Laws of England made 
Murther Criminal. At the Aflize at Oxford, One Spicer Bromely, 
was Convicted for the Murther of his Father, at Linco/n 2 Wo- 
man for the Murther of her Husband, a Girl for the Mur- 
ther of her Grandmother, at London a Woman for the Mur - 
ther of her Child, and this Mr. Jrinſdex, for the Murther of his 
Wife ; bur as the Others were defignedly Committed, this 
latter was Committed in the Heat of an Exceſſive Paſſion, he had 
z conſiderable time ſuffer'd ro much to grow upon him. 

He was about 45 Years of Age, brought up by his Father who 
was 2 Cloath-Drawer in Sc. Andrews Helbourn, to his own Zu- 
ſineſs, firſt Covenanted to one Mr. Beech, a Cloath-Drawer in 
Ireland-Yard, in Black-Fryers, and afterwards to ons Mr. Byfield, 
who ſuceceded Mr. Beech, in his Buſineſs, who dying about four or 
five and Twenty Years age, the whole Bufineſs came into the 
Hands of this Matthias Brinſden, who ſoon after Marry'd the 
Neceas'd, who was a very 2 Sober Servant, and was eve - 
ry way qualified to make a Tradesman a very good Wife, having 
been ſometime Servant in a Taylor's Houſe in the ſame Pariſh, 
with whom her Husband dealt conſiderably for what he had Oc- 
caſion to be done in his Way, At the time of her Marriage, her 
Mother who was a Waterman's Widdow, having other Chil- 
dren, Mr, Brinſden at the deſire of his Wife, took one of them 
+ Ri FRY Apprentice, 
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2 The Caſe of Matthias Brinſden. 
Apprentice, and as ler Mother had nothing but what ſhe 
earn'd by her own Hands, was unable to give any thing with 
him, but to make her Son in Law amends, Apprentic'd him for 
a longer time than uſual, his Name was Henry Wright, and is 
the ſame Perſon that Proſecuted him for the Murther, but I 
ſhall paſs by what might be further ſaid of him, that it may oc- 
caſion no Reflections, upon what he has been commendable for. 

Being ſettled in the Werld, he had for ſome time Buſineſs e- 
nough tor himſelf, his Wife, and an Apprentice or two; and as his 
Cliidren grew up, taught two of the Daughters his Buſineſs, but 
not having made Proviſion ſufficient for what Afflictions after» 
wards came upon kim, which was a violent Feaver, that brought 
ſuch 2 Peſtraction upon him that he was forc'd to be ty'd in his 
Bed for feveral Months; this made him in very bad Circumſtan- 
ces with the World, for as they were almoſt reduc'd to ſell the 
Beds from under them, his Family large, and himſelf a long 
time betote he recover'd Strength ſufficient to manage his Buſi- 
refs, that even when he could, the Debts his Family had con- 
trafted in his Sickneſs, would not let him ſhew his Head, and 
other Pcople had diſplac d him of a conſiderable part of his Buſſ- 
nes, which chicſſy conſiſted among Merchants and Tay- 
lors. the former by reaſun of his Poverty, not caring to truſt 
ſuch Qunantivies of Claach as Uſual ; and the latter by knowing 
his Necellity, grinding him to ſuch ſcanty Prizes, that he never 
after Recover'd himſelf, 

As he had z numerous Family, he was very willing to turn 
his Hand to any thing, for the ſupport of it, try'd ſeveral 
ways Abroad which would have been very ſerviceable, had it not 
ex;.08'd him too much to the Fury of his Creditors, and once in 
particular he came tome when | liv'd in Black-Fryars, (afterwards 
next Door but one to him) and defſir'd | would let him carry 
ſome Journals ont for me which I then Printed, complaining that 
the Decay of his Trade ſince the Sickreſs beforemention'd, had 
put him fo behind hand with the World, that he would 
willingly do any Thing in an honeſt way for the ſupport 
of his Family; as he was my Neighbour and | had 
had known him ſeveral Years before, xs Il had ſome Cuſtom- 
ers who had FSubſerib'd to my Paper from the firſt of 
its coming cur, I gave him three Shillings for Serving ſome of them 
which he would do carly in the Morning, 2nd atterwards do as 

god 2 Das Work at bis own Buſineſs, even if it was Abroad 
28 if he hd done nothing before, for as he ſerv'd them moſtly 
to my Acquaintance, there was no further Oeczſion than only 
juſt to Deliver them and go about his Buſineſs, without Crying 


them zs the Hawke:s do; and this to the beſt of my Remera- 
brance, 
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9 | | 
brance, he follow'd as long as the Covernment would let me 
Prlat it without Trouble, which is now almoſt Seven Years 
ago, and then 1 left that Neighbourhood. 

The Merchants not bringing their Buſineſs to his Houſe for the 
Reaſon abovemention'd, he would go Abroad and do it at their 
Warehouſes or other Places where they pleas d to appoint him; 
but here was the difference between Working at Home and going 
Abroad; For at Home they were not Judges of what Trouble it 
took him up, but when they came to have it done under their 
own Roots, they brought him to ſo much a Day and ſo Em- 

loy'd him as a Journeyman ; but this his Buſineſs was bur ſome 
ths in the Year, and the difference between going Abroad to 
his Work, and having it brought Home to him, made ſuch an 
Alteration in him, that in time it brought him into ſuch Com- 
pany, that he ſeldom brought much Home to his Wife, neither 
could 1 find his Family knew certainly which way he Conſum'd 
ir, and his Buſineſs being ſo triffing at Home, that even what 
Jobbs were brought to the Houſe would ſcarce keep it as it uſed 
to do; and even of that little that was Taken, he would force a 
great part of it from his Wife to fupport his own Expences, 
notwithſtanding her Entreaties and the Neceſſities of his Family 
to the contrary. 

1 had very little Knowledge of him from the time I leſt that 
Neighbourhood otherwiſe, than that if 1 had any thing for 
him to do, till about 12 Months agoe, when he came to me 
and defired I would put him in a way how to Contradift a Re. 
port ſome of the publick Papers had Inſerted of his Eldeſt 
Daughter being with Child by him, and by the Direction I 
gave him, he had it Contradifted accordingly, and a Taylor's 
Wife who Occafion'd it, beg'd his Parden in moſt of the Houfes 
of Call for Taylors in Black-Fryers, as 2 part of his Livelihood 
depended upon that Buſineſs. The Report being in a manner 
Silenc'd, afterwards I inform'd him of a Neighbour of his, 
who told me they had ſcen an unbecoming Familiarity between 
him and his Daughter, but notwithſtanding 1 could have poſſi- 
tively Swore it had he Sued them for the Scandal ; they 
deny'd it with all the Impudence imaginable, from which I had 
that Charity to think him Guiltleſs, and tis very likely that 
the Whole Story only rais'd from that Perſons telling the ſame 
to others as well as me; upon this occaſion he was vbliged ro 
ſend for the Daughter Home, who had juſt agreed with another 
Cloth-Drawer (who was her Father's Acquaintance ) for 
Eight Pounds a Year and her Diet, & c. being Accounted (tho a 
Woman) as good 2 Hand as moſt of the whole Buſineſs. How- 
ever, he had her Home tho' he had Hands enough to de his own 
Buſiveſs, that the World might not ſay, that he had ſent her A- 
broad to Lye in. 1 The 


| 4 ve Caſe 0 Matthias Brir Tels, 

The Murther of his Wife Reviv'd the Story of him and his 
Daughter, and as Story ſeldom looſe by Carrying, by the time he 
came to his Tryal, he was Reported to have had two or three 
Children by her, and that ſhe was then Big with another, for 
which ſhe ought to be torn in pieces Alive, and the Lord knows 
what beſides, without che, leaſt Proof, but from the heedleſs 
Tatling of a Drunken Woman, who ſtill continues to Juffify, 
that the never ſaw any thing between the Father and the Daugh- 
ter, that ſhould give the leaſt occaſion for what ſhe had cauſed 
to be Reported and has flill the ſame Sorrow for hav- 
ing Oceaſioned thoſe Reports upon a Miſerable Family which 
has lately had ſo many Misfortunes upon the Back of one ano- 
ther, 

It was but 2a few Months before the Murther, that ſome or 
other of the Neighbourhood, had without the leaſt Knowledge 
or Conſent of the Father, Invegled this Daughter into z Marriage 
with a Perſon, who it is very likely had another Wtfe and Chil- 
dren Living, or at leaſt a Woman and two or three Children 
who laid that Claim to him, and the Man not being a Freeman 
of London, diſqualify'4 her from what before ſhe had the Privi- 
ledge of, that is, to Work in any part of the City as being a 
Freemans Daughter, which ſhe cannot Recover without proving 
2 Prior Marriage eo another now Living; who notwichſtand- 
ing her Challenging, is not in the leaſt willing to be any further 
cencern'd with him, for the Miſerable Condition he has brought 
Mr. Brinſdens Daughter to, which is Viſible to all that have any 
knowledge of her; and if ſhe who pretended aPrior Marriage would 
onlyProve it, ſhe would perhaps do the greateft piece of Service to | 
2 Miſerable Family imaginable, by Enabling the other to prove : 
the latter Marriage Unlawfull, whereby ſhewould recover the Li- 
beaty of Working Abroad as formerly, and might be partly very 
aſſiſting to the Younger Children, being Able for ſeveral Months 
in the Year (if ſhe Recovers her Health) to earn fitteen or ſixteen 
Shillings a Weck at her Father's Buſineſs. 

Another Handle to this laſt time of Reviving the Report of 
their Inceſt, was, that a Clergyman, Reader of the Pa- « 
riſh, ſhould have Publickly ſaid, that he knew a Man that could 

Prove that the Daughter had heen Deliver'd of a Child that ſhe 
had by her Father; had this been True, what occaſion they had 
to bring a Man into the Secret, ſeems to be ſome wat beyond my 

1 Comprehenſion, and even ſuppoſe her Caſe might require a 
| Man Midwife, here muſt certainly be a Murther Conceal'd, and 
the Perſon thut let into the Secret, muſt be one of a very ſlender 

Reputation for not having Devulg'd it then, and not Proving 

what it has Occafion'd to be ſo Induſtriouſly ſpread Abroad now. 
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not only aſſur d me that it was very Falſe, but Viſited Mr. Brinſ- 
den laſt Friday Morning, and afterwards expreſs d himſelf 


(5) 


This Story occafion' my waiting upon that Gentleman, who 


favour of the Crimnial, that He wat very Sorry that the World 
ſhould raiſe ſach a Malicious Report of bim, and that he left him 


4 true Penitent. This was ſome time after, that the Daughter 


who was the Evidence againſt him upon hisTryal, had carneſtly 


defired to ſee her Father to ask his Pardon for what ſhe had 


Swore againſt him, and to deſtre him to be Reconciled to her 
before Dy'd, bur attempting that Reconciliation in the 
Chappel, he refus'd it then, bur was brought into better the 
next Day: This: Reverend Gentleman and another, Viſited 
Him afterwards, by reaſon that the Ordinary Preſsd him ſo 
much to own the | with his Daughter ; that as the 
Priſoner and other 7 his org — e pi ir, that 

ng the Confefſon of Sins were never Guilty of to ſuch 4 
2 to put them ent of Temper, and binder'd them from that 


Great Work they had ſuch a ſmall Time to Perform in for 29 


to Mr. Brinſden of the ten Weeks, from the time of his Com- 
mitment to that of his Execution, be was Ill with the Priſon 
Diſtemper above Seven Weeks at Times, which very often 


Berenv d him of his Senſes, 


This Ilheſs made him Husband his Time the better, when 
he was Able to Perform his Deyotions, but as to the Differ- 
ence between him and the Ordinary, in Relation to the pre- 
tended Crime with his Daughter, made him more wiffing to 


Embrace the Viſſts other  Minifters made him. 


To mention his TRYAL, he was Indicted for givinghis ( 
Wife Hannah one Mortal Wound under the left Pap of I 


” 


length of one Inch, and depth of fix Inches on the 16th of 
July laſt, of which Wound the Inſtantly Died. He was 2 
ſecond cIme Indicted for the faid Murther on the Coroners 
Inquiſition, Hannah Brinſden ed, that about nine ac 
Night, her Mother (the Deceas'd) fitting on the Bed and 
ſuck ling her Child, ask d her Father (the Priſoner) what 
ſhe ſhould have for her Supper 7 He Anſwer'd Bread and Cheeſe 
cant you eat that as well as the Children? No, ſays ſhe, I want 


a bit of Meat, I have no Money to buy any, ſays he; you know 


aid the Deceas d, I have had — little to Day ; Doom ye 


| 
| 
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| 46) 
you Bitch, ſay s the Priſoner, T4 Stick ye the next Word you 
Speak, The Deceas d agiin ask'd for Meat, and then the 
Priſoner puſh'd her back with his Left Hand, and Stab d her 
under the Breaſt with a Knife which he had in hisJRight Hand. 
The Evidence ſeeing the Blood flow ſo falt from her Mother, 
ran and took the Child from her Breaſt, and her elder Siſter 
Betty cry'd, Lord Fatber have you Murder'd my Mother ! He 
Swore, D m ye you Bitch hold your Tongue or I'll Stick 
you too, and then putting the Knife into his Mouth, he ſent 
theEvidence for Sugar withBaſlicon, which having apply'd to the 
Wound, he went away, and the Dezeas'd Dy'd in about half 
an Hour after, and by means of a Letter to Mrs. Horn, in 
Bridewell-Pracin(t, was taken in Bed at Mr. King's, a Barbers 
at Shadwell-Dock, The Surgeon ſaid the Wound was Mortal, 
and he could perceive no Motion of her Pulſe. There appear'd 
ſeveral of his Neighbouas, te. to the indifference of his Repu- 
tation, and thoſe who might not have given him ſuch an in- 
different Character, ſaid nothing to the contrary upon hearing 
the Inhumane Manner in which the Murther was Committed; 
among the Former of theſe People was Mary Right his Wife's 
Mother, Mrs. Gaſely, Mrs. Goodwin; two Clear Starchers 
that Lodged in the Priſoner's Houſe, and the Woman (ta uſe 
the Words of the Seſſions Paper) at the Gin-ſhop next Door to 
him. 

Between the time of his Conviction and that of his Execu- 
tion, his Children Petition d the Princeſs, that ſhe would be 
Graciouſiy pleas'd to Intercede for Mercy for him. That he 
had been formerly Ty'd down in his Bed nine Months toge- 

_ gether ; and that the Murther was rather an effect of Mad- 
neſs, ec. thsn of any Deſign : However, It is ſuppos'd, this 
latter part of it might be deſign'd only to make his Caſe look 
the better; but as it * 1 to bo of no eſſect, it ſhall Oc- 

eaſion no farther to be ſaid of it. 

On the Day of Execution, the Daughter who was Evidence 

2painſt him, was ſer up into the Cart to him by Holbourn-Bridge 
to take her laſt Farewell, where after Kiſſing him ſeveral 
times, he again Repeated, he forgave her and all the World; 
and when he came to the place of Execution, defign'd ta 
have Read th: (Paper Printed at the latter end of this Accunt. 
which he Deliver'd ro 2 Perſon who Attended, to bring it to 
the Preſs, which was interrupted by the Ordinary, having ſo 

very . 


(7) | 

very much to do with him after the Reſt, to get ſomewhat of 
a Speech from him; and after a conſiderable Time ſpent, 
the Ordinary told the People, that Mr. Brinfden told him, to 
tell chem, that they might tell other People, that his Voice 
was ſo very low that he conld hot be heard; and then the Or- 
dinary told them every Thing that he told him, that they 
might tell it to other People Accordingly, viz. 

1 was born of kind Parents, who gave me Learning; went 
Apprentice to 4 Fine-Drawer ; I had often Jars, which might 
occaſion 4 natural Waſpiſhneſs in my Temper. I fell in Love 
with Hannah my late Wife, and after much Difficulty won her ; 

heving 5 Suitors at the ſame Time. We had 10 Children, 
uy of them dead) and I believe we low d each et her dearly 3 
often quarrelled and fought. Pray good People mind, I had 

no Malice againſt ber, nor thought to kill her 2 Minutes before 
the Died; tos I deſign'd only to make her obey me thoroughly, 
which the Scripture ſays, alt Wives ſhould do: This I thoughe 
I bad done, when 1 cut her Skull on Monday, but ſhe was the 
fant aw by Tueſday. | 
People, I requeſt you to obſerve, that tho the World has 
ſhitefully given out, that J carnally and mnceflouſly lay with my 
eldeſt Daughter, I here ſolemnly declare, as I am entering into 
the Preſence of God, I never knew whether fhe was Man or Wo- 
man, fence 4 Babe ; I have often taken her in my Arms, often 
kiſid ber, ſometimes given her a Cake or Pye, when ſhe did a- 
ny particular Service, beyond what came to her Share; but ne- 
ver lay with her, or carnally knew her, much leſs had 4 Child by 
ber: But when 4 Man is in Calamities, and hated like me, the 
Women will make Surmizes by Certainties. Good Chriſtians Pray 
for me; I deſerve Death; I am willing to die; for the my 


Sins are great, God's Mercies are greater, 


At the place of Execution, he behev'd 1 ihe moſt 
Sedately of all the Criminals, and with the intended Speech 


. Deliver'd a Thomas 4 Kempis which he uſed in the Paſſige 
from the Priſon to the Place of Execution: from whence De- 


fired the following meditation of a Deſolate Perſons flinging 
eimſelf upon the merey of God, might be printed with his 
Caſe, and part of che 1ogth Pſalm, &c. f 

LORD 


(8) 
6 1 God, holy Father, thy holy Name be now and for ever 
© bleſſed; becauſe as thou wilt, ſo is it done, and what 
« thou doeft, is good. Let thy Servant rejoxce in $hee, not in 
© himſelf, nor any thing elſe, for thau alone art the true Glad- 
© neſs, thou art my Foy and my Honour, O Lord. Whats hath 
© thy Servant, but what be hath received from #hee, even 
© without any deſire of his ? Thine is all that thou baft given, 
© and whatſoever thou baft made, I am poor, and in labours 
© from my yauth: And ſametimes my Saul is heavy even unto 
* Tears, ſometimes alſo if is troubled in it ſelf, by reaſon of paſ- 
* ſons which riſe againſt it. SY | 
* 7 defire the joy of peace, I crave the peace of the Children 
© that are fed by thee in the light of comfort. If thay — peace, 
* if thou infuſe holy joy, the Soul of thy Servant ſhall be full of 
* heavenly ſweetneſs, and become devout in thy pra'ſe : 
© But if thou withdraw thy ſelf, as very oſten thog art wont, 
* he will not be able to run the w. of thy Commandmants, 
* but rather be boweth bis knees, and hnocketh his breaſt, for 
* that it is not with bim, as it was yefterday, and the day be- 
* fore, when thy light ſbined upon his bead, and be was protett- 
ed uuder the ſhadow of thy Wings, from the Temptations which 
* violently aſſuulted him. * 
© O Righteous Father, and euer to be praiſed, the bon is come, 
* that thy Servant is to be proved | Behold, Father, it is fit 
* that in this hour thy Servant fuffer, Father, morthy 
* ternal Honour! the Hour is come that 4 ſhort time thy, 
Servant ſhould outwardly be oppreſſed, be a little —— 
and humbled, and made as an abjell in the Sight of Men 
and much affifted with paſſnns and infirmities, that be may 
* riſe again with thee, in the riſing of new light, and be cla- 
* rified in Heaven, Holy Father, then baſt ſo appointed it, 
© and wilt have it ſo; and this is ful filled which thow thy 
* ſelf haſt commanded. | 
it is a grace and favour to thy Servant to ſuffer, and to be 
© affiifed in the World, by wbomſoe ver thou permitteſt to fall up- 
« on kim, Without thy Counſel and Providence, and without cauſe 
* nothing is done upon Earth. It is good for me, Lord, that 
* thou baſt humbled me, that I may learn thy righteous Fudg- 
* ments, and caſt away all haughtineſs of Heart, and _ 
(10G, 
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n. It is profitable to me, that ſhame hath ervered my face” 
* that I may rather ſeek comfart from thee, than from Men. 

ive thee thanks, that thou haſt not ſpered the Puniſhment 
« of my ſins, but haſt worn me away with bitter ſtripes, inflicting 
© ſorrows, and ſending grief within and without. There is 
« none under Heaven that can,comfort me, but thou my Lord God, 
* the heavenly Phyſician of Souls, that ſtrikeſt and healeſt; bring- 
* eſt into Hell, and draweſt out again; Let thy Rod inſtruct 
* me. 

* Behold, behold, Father, 1 am in thy Hands. I bow my 
« ſelf under the Rad of thy Correction: Let my neck and ſhowl- 
* ders feel the ſtripes of thy Chaſtiſement, that my crockedne/s 
may be conformed to thy Will. I commend my ſriſ, and all mine, 
uno thee to be correfled. It is better to be rebuked here, than 
* hereafter, Thou khuowe all and every thing, and there is 
* nothing hidden in the Cenſcience of Man, which can be hidden 
© from thee : Before things are done thou bneweſt that they will 
6 „ and haſt no need that any (ſhould teach or admy- 
© niſh thee of thoſe things which are done on Earth. Thom hnow- 
« eft what is expedient for my good, and how much Tribulation 
6 2 purging the 3 Do with me accord 
© ing to thy deſired pleaſure, and deſpiſe not my ſinful Life, bet - 
ger and more clearly known to mne, than to thee alone. 

6. Grant me, O Lard, to know that which is to be known, to 
© love that which is to be beloved, to praiſe that which pleaſetl 
© thee moſt: To efleem thas which is precious unto thee, to de- 
© ſpiſe that which i cantempsible in thy ſight : Suffer me not 
© #6 judge according to the ſight of the exterior eyes, nor to give 
* ſentence according to the hearing of the ears of ignorant Men ; 
but to determine of viſible and ſpiritual things with a true 
s Fudgment, and above all things ever to ſearch after thy WIL 
* and Pleaſure. "op 

* The Senſes of Men are often deceived in their Judgments x 
* the Lovers of the World are alſo deceived in loving only viſible 
* things. What is a Man the better, for that be is efteemed4 
* great by Man? The deceitful Man deceiveth the deceitfu', 
r rhe vain the vain, the blind deceiveth the blind, and one fee- 

ble likewiſe anther, whilſt he tæalteth and praiſeth him. 
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bak have I done, O Lord, that thou ſpauld'ſt impart anj 
© bcavenly Comfort unto me? I remember not that I have ever 
Ane any good, but have been always prone to fin, and ſloat h- 
ful in my amendment. It is true, and I cannot deny it. 
« If I ſhould ſay otherwiſe, thou would'ſt fland againſt me. 
* What have 1 deſerved for my fins, but Hell and everlaſting 
fire? I confeſs in the Truth of my Heart, that I am worthy 
© of all ſcorn and contempt, and it is unſit that I ſhould be 
* Numbred among thy Servants. Aud altho' 7 be unwilling to 
© bear this, yet notwithſtanding for the love of Truth, I will 
* lay open my ſins againſt my ſelf, that I may the better deſerve 
to obtain thy mercy, . 

I can utter out of my Mouth, no other Word, but this : I 
© have ſinned, Lord, I haue ſinned, have mercy on me; pardon 
* me, ſuffer me a little, that I mey bewail my grief, before 
* I go unto the Land of Darkne(s, and be covered with the ſha- 
© dow of Death. What doſt thou require of a guilty and mi ſe- 
© rable (inner, but xy be be contrite and ſorrowſul, and to 
* bumble bimſelſ for his Offence: ? 

© Humble contrition for fins is an acceptable Sacrafice anto 
* thee, O Lord, ſavouring much ſweeter in thy ſight than burn- 
© ing Frankincenſe. This is alſo the pleaſant Oyntment, which 
* thou would ſi have poured upon thy ſacred Feet : For thou ne- 
ver deſpiſeſt a contrite and humble Heart, There is a place 
© of refuge from the face of the Wrath of our enemy; there is 
* amended, and waſhed away whatſoever uncleanneſs hath been 
i elſewhere gathered, and whatſoever is de filed. 


Part of the 109th Ps ALM. 


Her not thy Tongue O God of my Praiſe : For the Mouth 
of the Ungodly ; yea, the Mouth of the Deceitful is opened 
upon me. 
have ſpoken againſt me with falſe 7 * The com- 
paſs me dent of tink of Beond, 
For the Love that I had unto them; Lo, they take now my con- 
trary Part, but I give my ſelf unto Prayer 5; Thus bave they Re- 
warded me Evil for Good, 


And 
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And that becauſe bis Mind was not to do good, but that by 
wht flay him that was vexed at Heart. Pens LY 
Let it be unto him as the Cloak that he hath upon him, and to 
thoſe that ſpeak Evil againſt my Soul. 8 
Deal then with me 0 Lord God, according unto thy Name, 
for ſweet is thy Mercy. 15 ö 

O Deliver me, for I am Helpleſs and Peor, and my Heart is 
Weounded within me. f 

go hence like the Shadow that departeth, and am driven 4. 
way as the Graſhopper. 

My Knees are Weak through Faſling, and my Fleſh is dryed up 
for want of Fatneſs, | 7 

I am became alſo a Reproach unto them : They that looked upon 
me ſhaked their Heads. . ; 
Help me Lord, my God: Save me according to thy Mercy, 

And they ſhall know that this is thy Hand and that thou 
Lord haſt done it. : 
1 they Curſe, yet Bleſs then, and let thy Servant 


Out of the COLLECTS. 


0 Lord Raiſe up (we Pray thee) thy Power and come among 
"8 with great Might Succour us, that where- 
as thro* our Sins and Wickedneſi, we are hinder'd in Runuiny 
the Race that is ſet beſore us, by thy Bountiful Grace and Mercy, 
may ſpeedily Help and Deliver us. 

e Beſeech thee Abſolve thy People from their Offences, that 
through thy Bountiful Goodneſi, we may all be D:liver'd from the 
Bands of thoſe Sins, which by our frailty we have Committed. 

Thou ſeeſt we have no Power of our ſelves to belp our ſelves. 
keep us both outwardly in our Bodies, and inwardly in our Souls 
that we may be Defended in thoſe Adverſities which muſt happe,, 
; the Body, and all Evil Thoughts that may Afault or Hur, 
the Soul, 

+ That we who are juſily Puniſhed for our Offences, may be Mer- 
ei fully Delivered by thy Goodneſs, for the Glory of thy Name, 
through Jeſus Chriſt eur Saviour, who Liveth and Reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Ghoſt, eyer one God World without End. Amen. 
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- © What have I done, O Lord, that thou ſhould'ſt impart anj 
© heavenly C unto me? I remember not that I have ever 
Ane any good, but have been always prone to ſin, and float h- 
* ful in my amendment. It is true, and I cannot deny it. 
« If I ſhould ſay otherwiſe, thou would'ſt ſtand againſt me. 
* What have I deſerved for my fins, but Hell and everlaſting 
fire? I confeſs in the Truth of my Heart, that I am worthy 
* of all ſcorn and contempt, and it is wnfit that I ſhould be 
* Numbred among thy Servants. Aud altho' 7 be unwilling to 
© bear this, yet notwithfianding for the love of Truth, I will 
* lay open my ſins againſt my ſelf, that I may the better deſerve 
to obtain thy mercy, . 
I can utter out of my Mouth, no other Word, but this : I 
©* bave ſinned, Lord, I have ſinned, have mercy on me; pardon 
© me, ſuffer me a little, that I mey bewail my grief, before 
* I go unte the Land of Darkneſs, and be covered with the ſha- 
* dow of Death. What doſt thou require of a guilty and miſe- 
© rable ſinner, but that be be contrite and ſorrowſul, and 10 
* bumble bimſelſ for bis Offence: ? 
© Humble contrition for fins is an acceptable Sacrafice anto 
* thee, O Lord, ſavouring much ſweeter in thy ſight than burn- 
© ing Frankincenſe. This is alſo the pleaſant Oyntment, which 
© thou would'ſt have poured upon thy ſacred Feet : For then ne- 
© ver deſpiſeſt a contrite and humble Heart, There is a place 
© of refuge from the face of the Wrath of our enemy; there is 
* amended, and waſhed away whatſoever uncleanneſs bath been 
t elſewhere gathered, and whatſoever is de filed | 
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OLD met thy Tongue O God of my Praiſe : For the” Mouth 

f the Ungodly ; yea, the Mouth of the Dcceitful is opened 
me. r 

8 ſpoken againſt me with falſe Tongues + The com- 
paſſed me about alſo with.Words of Hatred. | 
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trary Part, but I give my ſelf unto Prayer; ave they Re- 
a Evil For Good 428 | 


And 
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And that becauſe bis Mind was not to do good, but that by 
ht flay him that was vexed at Heart. lt Dy 
Let it be unto him as the Cloak that he hath upon him, and to 


thoſe that ſpeak Evil againſt my Soul. 


Deal then with me O Lord God, according unto thy Name, 
for ſweet is thy Mercy. p5 ; 

O Deliver me, for I am Helpleſs and Poor, and my Heart is 
Wounded within me. | 5 

I go hence like the Shadow that departeth, and am driven 4: 
way 4s the Graſhopper. | 3 

My Knees are Weak through Faſling, and my Fleſh is dryed up 
for want of Fatneſs, | JEL * 

1 am became alſo a Reproach unto them : They that looked upon 
me ſhaked their Heads. y 
Help me Lord, my God: Save me according to thy Mercy. 

And they ſhall know that this is thy Hand > and that thou 
Lord haſt done it. a 
1 h they Curſe, yet Bleſs then, and let thy Servant 
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Out of the COLLECTS. 


0 Lord Raiſe up (we Pray thee) thy Power and come among 
un, and with , great Might Succour us, that where - 
as thro* our Sins and M ic kedueſi, we are hinder'd in Runuiny 
the Race that is ſet beſore us, by thy Bountiful Grace and Mercy, 
may ſpeedily Help and Deliver us. | 

We Beſeech thee Abſolve thy People from their Offences, that 
through thy Bountiful Goodneſi, we may all be Deliver d from the 
Bands of thoſe Sins, which by our frailty we have Committed. 

Thou ſeeſt we have no Power of our ſelves to help our ſelves, 
deep us both outwardly in our Bodies, and inwardly in our Souls 
that we may be Defended in thoſe Adverſities which muſi bappe,, 
the Body, and all Evil Thoughts that may Affault or Hur | 
the Soul. 

That we who are juſily Puniſhed for our Offences, may be Mer- 
ei fully Delivered by thy Goodneſs, for the Glory of thy Name, 
through Jeſus Chriſt eur Saviour, who Liveth and Reignet h with 
thee and the Holy Ghoſt, erer one God World without End, Amen. 
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TH) 
To the Reverend Mr. Purney, Ordinary « 
Chaylais of — * 


Reverend Sir, 


TTPON Reading an Advertizement in your Dying Spee 
that whatever Account Relating to Mr. Briniden, 


came out, and not by your Printer was. falſe. I muſi own the 
Rig ht of you and your Predeceſſors, to the common Seſſions Paper 
is beyond all Diſpute; but if that any Criminal what ſoever who 
fall Suffer by malicoius Proſecutions, or the Reproaches of Crimes 
they were never Guilty of, ſhall Preſume to let the World have « 
True State of their Caſe, whether left in Writing by themſelves, or 
Publiſh'd by their Friends, without the Sanctiom of your Name, ic 
muſt be preſently Falſe Counterfeit and the lite; Your Pre- 
tenfions to ſo much Teuth ag ainſt the Falibility of other Accounts 
may juſtly bring your Infaltbilie into Queſtion in 4 Proteſtant 
Nation. 

As to the Speech you have teld the People, Mr. Brinſden told 
you ; I muſt beg Leave to tell you, that the ſaid Mr. Brinſden 
was never Apprentic'd, but Learn'd his Trade of his Father; 
that he had Eleven Children by his Wife and bas Six Children now 
Living, which is vne more Born, and one more Alive than — 2 
have Mentioned ʒ that a Man ſhould forget how mazyChildren be had 
Alive, ſeems to give no ſmall Di 2 to the reſt of the Account. 


- 


| As to your Meſſenger ent for him to come to (happel, had 
you Viſued him _ N of hearing he was 4 Roman 
Catholick, you had him in a very Weak Condition, unable 
to come wp to Chappel ; that bis Friends mere obliged t0 get 
other Miniſters to come and give him Inftruttions, which his not 
being able to come to Chappel Depriv'd him of. 

I defire you would Excuſe wy not Crediting what you have 
ſaid of him inRelation % his Wife, vis. That be ſaid ſhewas 
of ſuch an odd Temper, rhat nothing but Beating would de with 
her, and ſhe was commonly good for a Week after ; but if be les 
alone for a Fortnig ht, the weld conſume all, and turn the 


Houſe almrſt upſide down. 
5 1 am $1R Yours, Sc. 


Sept. 28, 1722+ | 
The PUBLISHER, 


| 


endende 
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To his CHILDREN the Evening 


before Execution. 


My Dear Children, 


2 HE Sentence which is to be Executed upon me for the Unfortu- 
nate Murther of your Tender Loving Mother, will juſtly cus 
me of from any further Converſation with you in this World; all 
that my Wicked Courſes have left me to Bequeath you, is my Advice, 
which I hope may be of ſome Uſe, tho" only the preventing any of you 
or others, from falling into the Snares the Devil lays up and down to 
Trap the Unwary ; for "tis too certain, that the Pleaſures of the 
World are very ſhorr, and Periſh almoſt in a Moment, but are 
moſt ſurely and certainly attended with Laſting Sorrows, and 
for one Comfort you muſt meet with many Diſappointments, 

In the firſt Place, I Entreat you to Love and Comfort one another 
as much as poſſible, and if it ſhall pleaſe Ged, that you who are 
Grown wp, and able to get your own Living, that you aſſift the 
Younger with your Authority and Advice ; — if you ever hear any 
Reports of their Untourdlineſs that whenever you find them Criminal, 
that you Deſire the Nurſes, or where they go to School, to give them due 
Correftion 3 but if you find them not that way nalin lle, encourage 
what you ſee Commendable in them; that by their civil Behaviour, 
they themſelves may in time, be able to Repay you, by taking the 
ſame Care of yours, if it ſhould pleaſe God to take any of you before 
yur ,n are able to Shift for themſelyes, and Struggle in the World. 
Conſider, you are all the Children of one Marriage, and that it is the 
earneſi Requeſt of your Dying Father, that you Aſſiſt one anther ta 
the — of your Power. | 

Secondly, That you Guard your ſelves againſt the Calumnzes 
Idle People may N. f concerning any of you, and if it 
ſhould pleaſe God that ſome of you ſhould never be any hig her Plac'd 
in the World than as Servants, that you Behave your Selves with Pru- 
derce and Modeſty, and diſcharge that Truſt with a Duty becoming 
the Station God has been pleasd 8 Appoint you ; but if otherwiſe, 

| and 
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and ſhould have the Charge of a Family under your C 
caddy hes or are to he Aviſwerable' for what ever they — 
a7ainſt the Knowledge of their Duty. If in either of theſe Stat ions 
bon any Account whatſoever, any Wicked or Malicious Perſon 


ſhould ever Aſperſe you for my Misfortunes, Conſider that God is 


Fuſt, and let it have nn other Power upon you, but only to Reprove 
them Mildly, and I heartily wiſh the World may never have Occaſion 
to ſay any Thing worſe of ye; Depend upon it, their Malice will 
return into theit own Breaſts, but then it is your Duty to pray to God 
to forgive them; It is a great Conqueſt to have the Command of 
your Paſſion, but it is a greater Degree to have your Wills Regu- 
lar to the Will of God. 


And Laſtly, That above all Things you Attend the Publick Mor- 


ſhip at all convenient Seaſons, and let no Confederation whatſoever 
work upon you to break the Sabbath, a Crime I have been notoriouſly 
Guilty of; for be certain, that if you ſincerely put your ſelf under 
rhe Protection of Heaven, you will not fail of happy Days, and 
will always have that Guard over you, againſt which the greateſs 
Farce that can be broug ht together can at Prevail, and that 
you often Recall this to your Remembrance, is the Laſt Requeſt of 


. Newgate, Tour Dying Father 
Sept. 23. 1722. AN 
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At the Place of Execution. 


* * 


Heaven are Conformable; That, Whoſcever ſheds Man's 
Blood, by Man ſhall his Plood be ſhed, has juſtly brought 


nde to this Place to ſuffer a ſhameful! Death; to Deter ſuch Pre- 
ſumprious Sinners as | have been, from Offending in the like Na- 
ture, that by Reguarding whom God has ſer before ye, you may 


eſeape that Vengeance, which ſooner or later, Overtakes ſuch' 
Incorigible, Offenders as my Example ſhall not Reclaim. I 


am Wofully ſunk into the Depth of Sin, where no ſtay is; 


but 1 hope the Lord will uphold me by his Grace, that I Periſh. 
not Eternaly, and convey thoſe happy Streams of Comfort to 


my Sinful Soul, that may Revive me from the Grave of Miſery. 
hon Me me trom 1 Coakels 


Matthias Brinſden. 


T H F. Divine Law to which all the Civiliz'd Nations under 
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1 Confeſs my ſelf to have been a Grievous Sinner, and that above 
all che reſt, my Offence againſt that Great Command of God, Then 
ſhelt de no Murther, has been ſo much the more Heinous, by being 
Commitrred upon the Wife of my Boſom, who notwithſtanding what 
I'may have ſaid of her, was a Meck and Vertuous Woman, 2 
Wite who had laid by me above Two and T wenty Years, and had 
bort = Eleven Children, of which Six are now Living, and the 
Lord Grant they may Patiently and Joyfully Embrace the Wrongs 
and lnjiries of this Life for his Sake, who 1 hope, hath been 
Patient even unto Death for mine; ſot I have Rob'd them of 2 
very Tender Mother, who Succour'd them to the utmoft of her 
Power notwithſtanding the continual Diſcouragements from me, 
and all the cold Water I could fling upon her Affections. The 
Lord make me truly ſenſible of the grearneſs of my Miſery, and 
torgive the many violent Eruptions of my Sinful Paſſions. 
* *Tis now tco late te wich that had I taken her Advice, my 
Family, tho? large, might have had a better Proviſion made for 
them, and had very likely ſeen ſome of them plac'd in the World; 
but ſuch had been rhe Courſe of my Wicked Life, even before 
this Unnatural Murther, that nothing but this could have 
Reclaimed me; by this you may ſee my Diſobedience to. my 
moſt Bountiful Benefactor who had beſtow'd ſuch Infinite Bleſſmgs 
upon me has juſtly overtaken me by an Untimely Death; and theLord 
Enable me to Suffer this Viſitation with Meckaeſs and Con- 
tentedneſs of Soul as becomes a true Penicent ; and ſo Bleſs it 
unto me, that it may bring forth in me that Quiet and Happy 
Fruit of Righteouſneſs, Which is far beyond the greateſt Plea- 
ſures of this Sinful World. 

As I am upon the Brink of Eternity, next to asking Forgive- 
nets of a juſtly Offended God for tho Innumerable Sins 1 have 
been really Guilty of; 1 earneſtly beg of all Good Chriftians, 
that they will be ſo Charitable, as to take it upon the Word of a 
Dying Man, that as to tliat moſt Abominable Sin of Inceſt which 
it has been ſo very Confidently and Wickedly Reported I had 
Committed with my Eldeit Daughter, is one of the moſt Malicious, 
Scandalous and Baſgſt Reports that ever was Invented ; and 1 
here Affirm in the Preſence of God, before whoſe Great Tribu- 
nal | muſt give a Juſt Account for all the Actions of my Wicked 
Life, that I was never Guilty of any ſuch Crime with my ſaid 
Eldeſt Daughter or any other of my Daughters or Relations whatſo- 
ever: How thoſe Wicked People who oecafion'd the ſpreading it, 
and eſpecially.ſince,the Misfortune to my Wife, will Anſwer it 
before that Great Judge; 1 2 not to Determine, but I pray God 

2 


forgive 


1 


; (4) =— 
them and all other Perſons who ever Committed or Deſigned any 
Evil againſt me whatſoever, as I hope all People to whom J 
ever gave any Offence, will be no leſs Charitable ro me. The 
Lord Baniſ from me #1! Deſires of Revenge, and let Patience 
have its perfect Work ro Pirect me here and (1 hope) Crobvn 
me hereatcer. 
To Prevent if poſſible the continuance of ſuch Idle Story's after 
my Death, which no Perſon whatſocver could ever prove to my 
Face when Living; let them only Confider the Prejudice it may 
already have done, by Occafioning what little Buſineſs 1 had Lefe 
(before that Untortunate Murther) to be taken from my Family, 
who might otherwiſe have been Inſtrumental in bringing up my 
leſſer Children, who 1 beliere would not have been Chargeable 
to any Body but the Elder. Pray God Succour and Keep, 
them all under his Protection, and Defend them againſt whatever 
Evil Deſigners or Wicked Reporters may at any Time do or 
contriv® to their Prejudice. 1 ſhall Conclude, by deſiring the 
Prayers of all the ſtanders by, for God to give me and my Fellow- 
Sufferers x Patient and Willing Heart, to weleome all the Chan- 
ges of this preſent Liſe, and that we may be Joytully prepared 
amidſt the Pains of Neath to lay hold of him whoſe Mercy is 


Infinite, and who patiently and willingly Suffzr'd a eruel and 
ſhametul Death, for the Redemption of che greatcſt of Sinners. 


Matthias Brinſden, 


